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Synopsis

With vivid photography and insightful commentary, this travel pictorial shines a light on the Buddhist
art and architecture of Borobudur.The glorious ninthAg¢a -a cecentury Buddhist stupa of
BorobudurA¢a -4 «the largest Buddhist monument in the worldA¢a -4 estands in the midst of the
lush Kedu Plain of Central Java in Indonesia, where it is visited annually by over a million people.
Borobudur contains more than a thousand exquisitely carved relief panels extending along its many
terraces for a total distance of more than a kilometer. These are arranged so as to take the visitor
on a spiritual journey to enlightenment, and one ascends the monument past scenes depicting the
world of desire, the life story of Buddha, and the heroic deeds of other enlightened

beingsA¢a -4 «finally arriving at the great circular terraces at the top of the structure that symbolize

the formless world of pure knowledge and perfection.
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Customer Reviews

John N. Miksic, an archaeologist born in the USA, has lived in Southeast Asia since 1968. He has

written numerous books on Indonesian sites and artifacts.

The author and photographers of "Borobudur: Golden Tales of the Buddhas" have done a great
service, by presenting such a clear and accurate account of the history, architecture, and reliefs of
the monument, and by including so many full-page, full-color photos. Their take-home message is

that the Borobudur monument was an ancient teaching tool and a realization in stone of the search



for wisdom, in the Mahayana Buddhist tradition. One proof of the book’s usefulness is that it has
actually managed to stay in print, over the dozen years since it was first published. | believe that
reading it will inspire many people to visit the site, and will be very helpful to them in understanding
it.] wish the book had illustrated even more of the reliefs, but the selection it gives us is still
generous enough, and well representative of the monument as a whole. Three cheers for a

high-quality book, that is both informative and enjoyable to read.

This book provide a broad information for general public with an idea how it was discover and after.
Photograph and diagram were adequate to understand the majestic layer out of Borobudur. Very
good effort of the writer to put together these informations indicated the power behind this

magnificent monument .

S00000000 glad | had this book when | visited Borobudur last summer--the best i have ever read on

this amazing temple.

An excellent picture guide book to Borobudar by Professor John Miksic. Our group was guided by
Professor Miksic to the sights, stories and tales behind Borobudar and related sites in Indonesia.

The book also makes an excellent coffee table addition.

| very much enjoyed the photography and found the explanation of the structure and sculptures of
Borobudur fascinating. | hope to visit there, but even if | do not, this virtual visit has expanded my

horizons.

Essentially a description of the stories told by the frescoes, shown in glorious photographs.

Archaeology and history not so much.

Situated within a short drive of the city of Yogyakarta, on the island of Java in Indonesia, is the
worlds largest Buddhist Stupa. Built in the 9th century and much restored with a loving and diligent
hand over the years it stands as one of the prime tourist attractions not only of Java but of the whole
Indonesian archipelago. It’s certainly an imposing achievement of architecture built at a time when
Europe was going through it's 'Dark Ages’.This landscape shaped book is full to bursting with colour
photographs of the site, from overall shots of the structure itself - including historical photos of the

restorations - through to photographs of individual sections of the myriad sculptured panels that tell



some of the stories of Buddhism and it's moral lessons. These photos should be enough to whet
your appetite for travel to this site but there is more to this book than just lovely photography. There
are also a number of line drawings as well as an explanation of the stories the panels describe as
well as technical details of the stupas history and construction, as well as can be gleaned. In fact the
first section of the book deals with the structures history and importance as well as alluding to the
strong central authority which would have been required to create such a work.| picked up my copy
of this from Denpasar airport, Bali, as | wanted something to remember my visit to Borobudur by,
something that wasn’t just composed of plain textual facts and figures and, if nothing else,
something | could show my friends and family back home and to do the stupa justice - far beyond
what my own photographs could have done. Suffice to say that this book has succeeded both as
momento and a cool curio to show friends back home.If you are planning a trip to Indonesia and
expect it to include Borobudur (and if you can escape the delectable clutches of Bali you should)
then this book... actually may not be the thing that sways you. You can probably check out
Borobodur easily enough on the net. Personally | really think the value of this book is that it is
something satisfying in terms of text and photographs for you to buy AFTER you’ve seen

Borobodur. But hey that’s just IMHO.A good buy that’s for sure.

| read this book back in 1991 before my first visit to Borobudur and found it a great introduction to
the site for sure, but also to Indonesian history and Buddhism. February 2009 | returned to
Borobudur for my third visit and despite being older and much more knowledgeable about Javanese
history and culture, not to mention Buddhist texts and iconography, decided to re-read Borobudur.
Only now, eighteen years later, can | really appreciate what a remarkably fine volume this is. The
micro-focus is Borobudur, but the book additionally has chapters on all the most relevant elements
of Javanese history and culture that put the story of Borobudur into focus. For example, because
the decorative panels include carvings of the previous lives of the Buddha and other "heroic deeds",
the most important Jataka tales and Avadanas are included. There are chapters on Borobudur as a
mountain, as a stupa, as a mandala; there are chapters on Buddhism in Java, Buddhist
architecture, how Borobudur must have been built, and how it was found and reclaimed. | have quite
a few books on Borobudur, but in the hindsight of several visits to the site and years of study, | now
realize this is simply the best book ever written on the single largest Buddhist monument in the
world. Whether you visit Borobudur in person or are an armchair traveler, this is the guidebook you

need.
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